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DAY 1 

 
The day we started our trip from Finland was February 28 and we all were 
really excited to finally get to visit South-Africa. Our flights went well and It 
was exciting to finally be in South-Africa. We came to Port-Elizabeth and as 
we came out of the airplane we felt the warm wind and the sun was shining. 
This was so different from Finland where it was winter at the time.  
 
As soon as we had gotten our bags, we met our lovely taxi driver Mr Gazo. 
He was really nice and drove us all the way to Grahamstown. The drive 
wasn’t too long, but it was a bit warm in the car. The landscape we saw from 
the car was so beautiful and different from what we were used to in Finland. 
We all went crazy when we saw wild animals like zebras beside the road.  
 
We arrived at our 
hostel and had a 
little bit of time to 
freshen up before 
our welcoming 
dinner at Ntsika. 
Our rooms in the 
hostel were quite 
nice, but we 
didn’t have a lot 
of time to see 
everything right 
away. It was time 
to drive to Ntsika High School. It wasn’t a long drive, but for the first time 
we got to see the center of the town and we all went silent. We were not 
expecting how much trash there was everywhere along the driveway. There 
were also animals like goats, donkeys and cows just walking on the streets. 
We were not used to this at all.  
 
The students were waiting outside for us and we had food waiting for us 
inside. A teacher welcomed us to South-Africa by singing with the school 
staff and the students. It was really beautiful and different from our culture. 
Now it was time for dinner, which contained meat, beans and chicken. Even 
though it was different from what we were used to, it was still quite tasty. 
We also got dessert which was a chocolate cake with vanilla topping on it.  



 
After the dinner we and the students talked a while outside the school about 
Finland and we also got to know some things about South-Africa and 
Grahamstown. The students were so nice and welcoming right away. They 
wanted to know every little thing about Finland and it was nice to see how 
excited they were to learn new things. We played some Finnish music from 
our phones and showed what euros look like. After a while talking we had to 
go back to our hostel and we all were really tired. I’d say we all got a good 
night sleep and we couldn’t wait for the next day.  
 
Nea Henriksson, Karjaan lukio, 2nd year 
 
 
DAY 2 
 
South Africa, even the smell was different there, everyone was warm and 
happy and welcoming. We were really tired because of the flight but still the 
exhaust didn’t stop us from enjoying SA.  
It was everything and more what we hoped for. People were amazing and 
our guides were kind and helpful. We didn’t know that much about South 
Africa when we got there, of course we had done our research and get some 
information but you can’t learn everything over the  Internet so it was great 
to get to know the South African culture and ways of life. It was 
eye-opening. We had Safari-visits and our guide told us so many different 
things about South African plants and nature, it was great. Also we had to 
see places which I think most tourist’s can’t go see.  
But if I’m being honest, the best thing was the students. They were so nice 
and always smiling and laughing. They made all of us happy and we will 
never forget them. They told us so much about their country and we told 
about Finland (they loved hearing about the snow in Finland). They brought 
so much warmth and happiness to us, which we brought to Finland with us, 
because we want to bring the same joy of life here as well.  
I hope that someday the students from Ntsika and Alicedale could come to 
visit us in Finland or we could go there again, because it was really most 
brilliant experience. 
I couldn’t hope for a better journey. Adventure of my life.  
 
Teresa Virta from Karjaan Lukio (2. year)  
 
DAY 3 
 



On the third day of our trip we had a chance to see some of the South African 
nature with the guidance of Mr Basil Mills. Basil took us to see an old railway 
bridge. We were intimated by the look of the rusty bridge but we managed to 
get in to the middle of it. Basil told us stories about the former usage of the 
bridge and about a train accident that happened early in the 20th century. 
Basil also told us some interesting facts about local plants and their usage in 
medicines and in daily consumption.  
We left the bridge and our trip continued to a sacred religious site that was 
used by some tribe. The place was filled with ants and beads. The beads 
apparently played a role in the tribal religion.  
Our next stop was a milkshake bar at Bathurst. The locals described the 
place as the best in the country when it comes to milkshakes. The place 
indeed attained our expectations as we enjoyed milkshakes there.  
After the milkshakes we went to Port Alfred where we had lunch and 
enjoyed the view of the Indian Ocean. We also had a chance to swim.  
On our way back to our hostel we had a first peak of the African wildlife as 
we saw zebras, antelopes and monkeys.   
 
Onni Peltola, Karjaan lukio, 1st year 
 
DAY 4 
 
On Monday we left early for the Ntsika Secondary School. There we got an 
amazing welcoming ceremony by the students. After that we were separated 
into groups of four to go around the school. We got to discuss with the 

Ntsika students and 
ask each other 
questions about South 
Africa and Finland. We 
got to know a lot of 
new awesome people 
and we learned so 
many new things. It 
was very interesting to 
see how different the 
schools in South 
Africa are from 
Finland and how the 

school system works there. Some of the differences that we noticed were, 
for example, the school uniforms that all of the students wore and the size 
of the school. The school had about 800 students and 30-40 students per 
class which is much more than we have. 



 
After the school visit we went to explore the Grahamstown sights with Mrs 
Lungile-Ralo. She took us to many interesting places an told us a lot about 
Grahamstowns history. We got to hear about the battles between england 
and South Africa and South African politics which was all very interesting. 
After the very eventful and fun day we went to our hostel and went to sleep 
right away. 
 
Seela Koivusipilä and Liina Koivusipilä, Karjaan yhteiskoulu, 9th grade 
 
 
 
 DAY 5 
 
   This day we woke up quite early at the hostel we were staying at. After 
getting ready we ate breakfast at the hostel and then jumped in our bus and 
started driving 
towards Alicedale. 
In Alicedale we 
went and visited a 
school called 
Hendrik Kanise 
Combined School. 
They had planned a 
beautiful 
welcoming 
ceremony and all 
the students sang 
and were very 
happy to see us. At first we introduced ourselves to the whole school and 
then the teachers told a little bit about themselves and a about the plans for 
the day.  
   All twelve of us were divided in three groups. After that we got to 
participate in the classes, for example maths and tourism. Half way we ate 
and then continued going around in the classes. Sadly we only spent a 
couple of hours at the school because we were also going to visit a safari 
called Shamwari. We also had a student from the school join us at the Safari. 
His name was Calvin.  
   The drive to Shamwari took about an hour. We arrived at the safari and 
there were two experts who told us about the basics, which was interesting 
to hear. After that we walked to see some animals that were in big areas 
surrounded by fences. These animals were, in fact, saved from the wrong 



conditions. We saw, for example, some lions and even a leopard. After 
hearing stories of the caged animals we jumped into a big safari truck and 
went out to see some bigger wild animals. We saw some amazing animals 
like antelopes, wild boars, zebras and the most amazing ones were for sure 
the giraffes. Sadly we also saw a lion that had killed a baby giraffe. The safari 
lasted for almost two hours. 

   We started 
driving back to 
the hostel and 
everyone was 
quite tired and it 
was getting late. 
All of us had 
some dinner at 
the hostel and 
then we just went 
to bed. But over 
all this day was 
really amazing! 

 
Senja Oksanen and Klara Huttunen, Karjaan lukio, 2nd year 
 
 
DAY 6 
 
Our day in South Africa and at the Scifest started with a lasershow at the 
monument. Show was mind blowing! All those kids in the audience just 
laughed, yelled and clapped their hands throughout the entire show! After 
that we went shopping to the Grahamstown downtown and we also had 
lunch at KFC.  
Actually we ate different kind of chicken foods almost every day, but we 
didn’t mind, it was delicious.  
Then we went again to the National English Language Museum, there we 
met our old friend called Basil Mills, and he gave us a tour in the garden, 
wow! We got to know so much about different plants and many ways how to 
use them in life. After that we took a bus (which was certainly driven by the 
one and only Mr. Gazo) to the monument for the sunset show.  
There were a few performers, including for example Basil Mills with his 
snakes and one beautiful woman who danced African contemporary dance. 
It was pretty interesting to follow because many of us dance contemporary 
dance here in Finland too so now we got see it from a very different angle.  
In the evening we barbequed with Ntsika-learners at Madeleine’s home and 



some of us swam in a pool too. Finnish teacher Marjo was our qymnastics 
instructor in the water, it was nice! Thank you all for that day too, it was so 
much fun!! 
 
Alisa Honkapää, Karjaan yhteiskoulu, 9th grade 
 

 

DAY 7 

This day in South Africa was going to be a little bit different than we 

anticipated due to the rain that was pouring down the whole day. But we 

didn’t let the bad weather stop us from 

having a fascinating experience and 

we were happy for the people in 

Grahamstown who had been suffering 

from the drought.  

 

We started out the day with a 

workshop called “Fool's gold 

storytelling camp” where our trusted 

guide and friend Basil Mills told us 

about the South African gold rush. He 

also had some amazing pictures and 

paintings from the camps and mines 

which he showed us.  

 

After the workshop it was time to head 

towards Basil Mills’ survival camp at 

his farm with our new friends from the 

Nstika School. We were greeted by his 

neighbors Ben and Sheldon. The two are brothers who help Basil out on his 

farm and with his reptile hobby. Sadly as a result of the heavy rain and the 

lightning storm, we weren’t able to do the activities planned for the survival 

camp. Even though the weather wasn’t suited for the survival camp, Basil 



and his neighbors still made sure that we had a good time. Basil had a whole 

arrangement of old amaXhosa and Zulu tribe weaponry and he told us about 

the history and traditions of the tribes. And as the sun started setting he told 

us captivating stories and folktales about South Africa and I think we were 

all really satisfied with how the day turned out, despite the weather. 

 

Andreas Bobe & Sonja Laitamäki, Karis Billnäs Gymnasium, 1st and 2nd year 

 

 
DAY 8 
9.3.2019 Saturday 
 
We woke up at Basil Mills´ rainy farm. In the morning everyone was pretty 
tired because we had a little different night at the camp..  
In the girls´ place there was lot of smoke because the chimney didn´t work 
so well. And we thought that everyone was cold and clothes were wet. But 
still, that was an amazing and eye-opening experience. Now we have lots of 
new special stories to tell! 
 
After we had woken up, we started to clean that place.  
Then we went to have breakfast. We had scrambled eggs, beef and bread.  
After we had eaten, Basil started to tell history of very old weapons. And at 
the end of his storytelling, Basil triggered an old gun. 
Then we started to leave from the camp and we went to our bus.  
 
We travelled almost for an hour to a Safari called Amakhala. 
That was a good day at the safari because the temperature was little bit 
cooler and we saw plenty of animals. For example, a rhino, giraffes, zebras, 
lions and two elephants. Our guide said that it was really rare to see a rhino 
in that part of the safari. 
We all really loved that game drive! 
We had few Ntsika learners with us, which made that experience much more 
fun! 
 
After the game drive some of us went to an animal museum. Then it was our 
time to leave from the safari, we jumped into the bus and started our 
journey to Port Elizabeth. 
 
We travelled quite long to our hotel.  



When we got there, everyone went straight to the shower because we all 
smelled like smoke. 
When we were all cleaned up. We left to a restaurant to have dinner. We ate 
really good food and enjoyed our last night in South Africa. 
 
Then we just left back to our hotel. We think that everyone went almost 
directly to bed because we were all so tired. 
 
Jenni Björkholm, Karjaan yhteiskoulu, 9th grade 
 
 
DAY 9 
 
We woke up at the Chapman Hostel. We had breakfast. We walked towards a 
site full of stores and restaurants. A lot of us found some souvenirs to take 
home with us. There were a lot of interesting stores. It was a beautiful area 
close to something like Las Vegas with its casinos. We came back walking to 
the hostel where we said our goodbyes to principal Madeleine and the Ntsika 
learners. It was a very memorable moment, when everyone hugged each 
other. We then took our luggage and drove with our little bus to the airport 
of port Elizabeth. We said goodbye to Mr. Gazo. Then we spent about two 
hours at the airport shopping for some souvenirs. We flew from port 
Elizabeth to Johannesburg. There we also shopped for souvenirs and food 
for the upcoming long flight. Then we boarded the plane and because it was 
a long flight we had a bag of toiletries including eye mask, toothbrush and 
toothpaste and socks. The flight lasted about 10-12 hours until we landed 
the Helsinki-Vantaa airport. 
 
Emelie Jungner, Karis Billnäs Gymnasium, 1st year 
 
 


